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PREFACE. 



— — > 

years have elapsed rinee 1 wTiiLjj IjiJi 1 in ^Vnei^mt 
India/ 1 1 It is out erf jirrirtt, and a sewtul edition Iw^ 
bctin cubed fo-i'- Hut to many interesting and lmpnrtaut 
’.vrjrka hayp been appearing. UnJ so much neir nuitErlal 
Ini* become uvailable, that merely to answer the purpose 
of the old book It butouuiH necessary t-n mate a nev.' unti. 
A question here nrianFi a? to wllfttiua* uu lluletimed book 
will not be superfluous where learned Uxits. canfesaedly 
abound- To tine I would reply, that there are bat few. 
whether in (drew llrhfiiu or US Lidia, who will oven lock 
■id learned OrioilLwJ Workr, whereaE a couple of volume b 
wlaicb gather together the results of learning, may have 
souse dumce uf attention. India is vant and varied, uml 
every kind of cffbrl must bo made before it am become 
familiar ro the palwthced denketEi of other climes 
Even where ground hits Otlfie boon gained, effort TUUHt 
be uiinb lo retain it, Easy 1 »oqts are wanted aa stayiyting- 
emriCF? to such its are learned and critical,, and deseriph 
tionE of parts in decub vented to supplement pCTai nrl 
:ind tMaspretLeuaive views. TharfiFere, lift apology is 

1 l’i.lil:-l,n, I yj m.- in LflSll, ti|ji»CC 1 !hdj. Llikftftii I In- IJiiuf lit ipTir fcr -Lu flf 
U^MUin,;. 
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[Uififkil for this attempt to present, n arcuLll Stale, the 
leading foatmies of thttt prc&t stream of Sanskrit litOl'ti- 
tore which flowed an continuously from the time of rhe 
Vodlc hymns until arrested by the force of Moiiumed-m 
ascendancy, 

My Lope and endeavour will bo to stimulate n desire 
for greater knowledge of tiuit wonderful unil immi't' 
able empire which su many dislike in ignorance- 
Lrt M3 for a moment try to realise the difference 
which knowledge causes- Iu faroilinr Language, it may 
lie said to illustrate the old story of Eyes and no Eyea” 
A botanist goc-s, mid bra a at a glance, rn : T, r vegetable 
fornix, and rare flowers The naturalist is. no lesa 
delightful wiiEi tlie iiright hiida and grotiagne insects 
which hia practised eye detects. The artist watcher 
with enthii’iasm the pccuUftr splendour of the sunrise or 
Hie MJiiHEt, the grand cloud scenery, anrl the imposing 

aspect of the cities and temploH, forests mid rivets, Se, 
dso h the observing philosopher, the ethnologist. and the 
philologist, each finds ample mid delightful oceupatiiM- 

But having seen that some striuigers hem the Wert 
r.ini enjoy themselvea in India, we will reverts the 
picture, [tod look at those who go there knowing 
nothing and caring nothing for what, belongs to (lie 
count ty in which they have LiiJltM. We shall | iroladily 
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find puch persons frnlulgiTijf in a state of chronic dwgjBl, 
growling at heat and mcgijuitoes, and idjuaLUg the f IGtlTes 
;!□ lyings cheating nigger The heCLt enjoyment of rhos^ 
■first described, compared with the dLssatit fiction of 
those whom we art now Mltsidfirill", is meat significant. 
But higher ^Kfflnd may 1« tulieu- Justice. it may he 
tald, detUAfids that mlcra aprl teachers should: rightly 
understand those whom they aiktupL (e rule or touch - 
and certainly men flO peculiar ag the inhabitants of India 
caibiiot bfl rightly understood without Ftiidy. 'ihi’i truth 
was made obvious by the experience of &01UC of the 
earliest religious teacheia. KnOw = <g nothing of the 
Hindu l niad or tliQ Ililldd literature, and taking it for 
gKMlted that whatever was luaithou must ho had, the 
first [niHEionarKS attempted to root, up wheat and twos 
without discrimination.. Tits learned hlH. 1 oomejeELtioua 
Wtrc those who most felt the rudeness of such 
attacks, and although Rome who weir: timid might, m 
chameleon tu&hion, simulate acquiescence, ntid seek 
safety by change of colour, the more usual effect wits 
that those whom the teacher desired to influence flatly 
refused to litter., in on instant they shrunk into thorn- 
Milves. Just m one may bcb a bed of the gniecfnl 
Fensitiva plant suddenly turn stark find sniff when touched 
by acL idler's Stick. India Is, in truth, a sealed book to 
those who approach Li wi I limit sympathy 




VU1 



rnETACE. 



Nothing more impressed me during the few years 
which 1 spent iri Bengal, than the. overhearing nuwmer 
of mulcts and others newly arrived from England., to- 
ward* Hi ud ns who wore loved and respected by sacli 
men as the venerable Simon Nicholson, for more than 
sixty years the Seeding physician of Calcutta ; Major 
Fortes, then Master of the Mint, this another friend 
from whom I co^sUntly heard praises of KindtEFe He 
knew tEinir Tangungfa, and hiui carefully studied, their 
habits and mndcF d-f thought 111 Villous parts of the 
country, 

Rut I mu ?t. not attempt, n chronicle of Icr.mcd eminent 
inciL who have been nhe friends of Hindus- 13-e^ru.LEiirL^ 
wiLh Sir A\ i Ilium Jones, I might, add ColebrooLe, H. II, 
Wilson, and Bidlautyne, but the litt would hi; too lengthy 
Rvrn if it included merely thote of who** opinions I my- 
self mu ougnisahl. 1 tail, merely point ta the fects. 
To awaken in others the sympathy felt hy thci-e grant 
men, fainiUiiriry with Hindu litefntuiis lh iiidisj^riMlsabliJj 
mid u hope to contribute in some snmll measure to so 
great m object \m beat the motive for the present pub- 
lication. 

The Euhjeet of Rudd hum is omitted in thsK! pager, fur 
the vwirfcH. which treat nn that teysbftrioui phenomenon 
have become too mime rout to admit of their being dealt, 
with in such small apace eis could he here afforded. At 
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the smug time I might say., that in so far eta my book 
auoofwls bi tracing the bases nf general Hindu thought, 
mi tkr it may it? found,, Though tnr!irect.Iy + to account 
for Buddhism. It la a point not prayed, hut J think 
evidence tu ids to show that that religion, ax. originally 
ton give in India, annerl rather at re ionising, extending 
and intenmfybig- tketeittss long rataiblisbed, than at pro- 
mulgating new or antaigonLutic views, 

Amongst the recent books which I reluctantly loavn 
unnoticed are Mr. Feign Bscn h 3 u Tree and Serpent Wor- 
ship,” ami Mr. Talhoya Whcelur's “ History of India.” 
Theflu work* bear cleidy on the relation of Aryan to 
non-Aryan rtwea in- ancient India. Mr. W, W. Hunter's 
“Rural BengaV' which givics histofies of hill-people, ts 
also eminently feug^uve, Mid premia* no I&es- aeaUtanoe 
in net.unl legislation than intbfl elucidation of pu&t history, 
With regret, also, I retrain from touching on Prof- 
Mix MilUer's Eloquent rendering of A'edic hymns, now 
in the course of publication. 

I conclude by expressing my lie&rt- felt gratitude to- 
wardfi the generous friends who have existed me En the 
coorie of my Ifcbonn* 

Vane®* SisLiir, 

Lcstoji. B.W- 
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C1IAFTE.R I 

PJ’i.V’.J »/ Kipni 1 n 1 '-; I '.‘i i ■ . ' n j . — STtJibp.- — , 1 i'.' . I i". — n [>'h — J’r'.'T 1 . i ur'l nf 
-i 1 ' H 1 , J'lW . — £ — -Tn 'J r,T _ — Wiiufx .ruT 

Tin: nliU'st exiting vnrk in Swufcris is rUo Rift-Yoik, u-liit-h 
crm»i"tia of | ca^ cthS hymns aililitshud to lIu.. p-iLutl msH 
beautiful fheiuMnaui of nuilm-f;. The dale s4 which those 
prayer? mid hymn? were eorcip&scd will* jnutabty, Bftrar he 
iwcerbrinad irith eactHinty \ hut ira umy -safely ajy ? tlmt, in 
their [incsfuiLt shape, they WiirR luL onlT Ink* thvi ahdmt 

1 



3 
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b.i;, and Vhnt tUu y were ernmnitted in writing before the 

Lime of If&niui, tlic greatest grammarian of Indio, 

Tlte povesca hi v oked art 1 cho Pun, LIse Da™,, Heaven^ Earth 
F irrr, tJic: AtmLWfihertj acid EUtiuHuLs under various aap&eta. 

'Hi* TrorahippETs have no tuei! iiW nf +li :■ osUtiiFC grwltitss 
t:f them powers, but rather their minds uppeur to lime been 
liervaided, by a attune of Liu: uLcamprchtuei bll ity anr) indefinite- 
Sofia* of Drily; rind, unialiln to Ffn-ine jui im-sgi a. il r ■: [ i l : l I ■ : to 
their intuitions, they nset the (hfticulty by shifting image*. 
Thus we find in hyirui 1&9 j book i., heaven said earth -^Dys-us 
find PritliivTJ iidiireaEMid ns L:ll parents- ;:f all other .'■;xL*. 

1 1 Al rLa so on floss I warahifl ^ith offerings Jlnuresi miH Earth, (he 
pnnnotcm nf nghlntiijaucui, LIih f!TfJ.E, lKh ttLss, (lit CUtl^eCcc, uiiu, 
liming gods for ilioir offspring. thus laijob, ninh ilw gedo. tiio choicest 
L ln:.;:i:n r -, in oc-r.if|nn:ira til cur ijinri, 

" WslIi iuj iuVMiiliMia I eel eh nine Hie thnujlst c>r the Lvnetiiw-nt 
FViilicr, mil dim in i(jli :y eavuieigii EtJwor of ilia UetlitJ. Tire pi'iliHe 
puTUiftt lsnvg innri-r- ill ra , -"a.tnn;s utiJ i ! ■ ■ it 1 li aJii:Lf fivOura (bnne ejjn- 
J.srvii; v.iJu aintu&MiLlLly on tljoir plE>pring- + 

Thcre are many similar in which IuSbyW* and eurtli 

are regarded as the pwei'te not only of men but of the godis, 
But ijL other phots/ 1 Ml 1 , Muir finds hcaron and earth spoken 
nf 11 no ihe-niSfilvts* <!rfia,Lfid. J ' The^ raoat, ihiinefcircj l>u ncfcrird 
to a ciass of shadowy, tuinritorv' deities, which novur assumed 
defined co abiding forma in Hindu worship, A did La a ilulIh: : of 
tlitisi: luioutrdaiatla] deifies ; aim ia dm moLbar of gmls. 

'■ 'Tile mother, tlic gr+nu I Ini tmlj AditL l.ifLijpi'lit t’url Jl tfiiiir: t train 
■ Miiri nnd. \iiruim1, iLu highly lords uf nil urii.th, that Lbov uiigl'i 
Moruieo divine jw-ubt.” 

“ Jlav AdsLi defend as. emj AiLiu, the mat hi’ l 1 nf the opuk'iLt MiLJn r 
i.f Aryonian nurf of the einlee? Yanina, jn*nt ua iircim-tlim."" 1 

' Muir, J, iL. A. A. JViiir Jiirliv, vnl. 3 Mnir, J II i,* E , ITrirSrri./', rol. 
i. | 'l SL | L |k US. 
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Li une h Tmvi Adit-5 is Uki.tific.d with the si 7 , i i j another she 
la L'l-juj-inJi.iiji ii) Leuven und e:L.-d:. lli <lI vot more ofi^u r. 1 1 u 
Jiil.iaiilL fmjr. CIlT.l T Li cm I'll, I'.-LTtllp PL bJLY. 

TJtikslm agiin L>. a shadowy gwl lie is an Adilya, iJiaO of Mix: 
son? of AcUtt, 

' Jj.isahj. Ejyninip; Ircim Adili, 11 :i iL .till: irai:i U.LkaEm. 

" At die ereutwn. rbo wsrfc sf Dakota, ihou 0 AdiLi, mbustppwt 

til Ie.i: Much ulJ F*nmt H fit .' 1 

And a£»iin an K, V, ris. (Hij S f Ultra uni Yanina sue cekv 
hratuL lu> lLc khis of Uakhba. 

Ale. Mull relieves ins from aame of oiir- perjilteEity «Mrtwram^ 
tliii niV!<L-:!T-jiyufl DMi.il 13. by UU^taLiiij iJlilI jhikmIjLv Hi some Ltf 
tT;i.^r pwsn^estlicTr^iTl DoJialifiwaftHapdflBarHtivclj finratrcngrtii. 
Many other deities of ilii ■ diamptiou be pointed out, but 

ir w i i I r-ulUcc to tEmurt npon them LncidonLftlLv. Uradnally the 
IliiH?:i i'iir.(| ortcuiicti more dctiuLtc conostpLitiLiH, aii-l ji is most 
ir-rcrestiiif to TFntoh the embodiment Idi^M i-ibni^, :i* it wince, 
from a dirhe uobuLa. 

Thn BliLi SJtjieuni 0 .) have 1 h.m:: : amiirigvt Lbo l"-h fl i ra t oTijrrti of 
rorshiji -Aliii'li uLliUJLiiLl 3 tih.'jimiic of porsonn-llCT. Wcvor 11 s^rrr 
[inwerfcil cir fiu.LTeri.il iti'sLy, tic is, littwoi'CT, ndklropod With 

rereicncCf and even nt tbe present tirat' Hindus daily cclciinite 
the lu .voi^ut of smutm % prostrations and wofehip,, 'i'hc worte 
they isse are the waU-known Hty/fM,* wliich is a prayer, so- 
called, in the 3trL Mamdnla 01 boat of the ttog- Vcdai. J The sits 
la io it sildreisoil as £&i Ltri : — 

'We rnriliLL'c Tin Miat desirable liyJitnf ihr rlmnc Euvitri, t.-JhI in 

Suc3i#i our pious rites. 

1 Sfsje, 1. ft. A. fl., jhTirw fiiriri. 1 AnmeDMrt, liUoftditStuampetif. 
mU. L p]i. 7Uj, 74 ; ft V. 1 . <2, tl; i. ar tbaie WI 10 wonliip llit [iiii-^i« nnc, 

(11,1 Hi. I rill rawl. TLn « 7 in.v|j flifer fmi" 

* Tine iinmn nf 3 aertiia mwm tiT | tbs i^t "F (dip ItinEiu jci lleii DLSraai 

H 7 TM- 13 lllE VtAip MlthDHr" (Ik 1 PFXT.hI i':lihi rraiin'»H. — Vi' ll'ts- i'll fi". li. Vi'l-rOli, 

■n?™- in fjinxtioa is it «rilnt- taL I. p. SUIT. 




